MOSES   AT   THE   FAIR

EXERCISES

i. Archaisms. Goldsmith's prose, though still clear and read-
able, shows nevertheless some slight traces of old-fashioned
diction, These are called archaisms. In the first page, for
example, we have the expression carry single or double and the
word higgles. Make a list of more archaisms, and give their
meanings.

2. Grammar

(a)  Sentences to be analysed:

(i) As the fair happened ... (P. 58.)

(ii) By this time I began . .    (P. 61.)

(iii) The old gentleman, hearing ... (P. 62.)

(iv) Abraham returned to inform us ... (P. 63.)

(b)  Make adjectives from the following nouns:

world; strength; cold; boy; advantage; prudence;
business; silver; uneasiness; idiot; fire; circumstance;
deception; man; pretence; reputation; form; contempt;
acquaintance; benevolence.

(c)  Make nouns from the following adjectives:

high; old; neighbouring; single; double; pretty; discreet;
good; great; busy; short; broad; black; rainy; sly; green;
easy; unfit; mercantile; mortifying.

3.  Meanings. Give words meaning the opposite of the follow-
ing:

nothing; pretty; stoutly; antagonists; strength; resolved;
persuade; permit; discreet; advantage; prudence; busy;
satisfaction; broad; slowly; paltry; uneasiness; unfortu-
nate ; easy; favourably.

4.  Direct and Indirect Speech. Read over again the paragraph
beginning, " The subject insensibly changed," and turn the

, direct speech into indirect, and the indirect into direct.

5.  Interpretation. From your reading of the extract, write a
paragraph each on (a) the Vicar, (b) his wife, (c) Moses, and
(d) Ephraim Jenkinson.

6.  Composition

(a)  Describe the life and adventures of Ephraim Jenkinson,
the' confidence man/

(b)  Write an essay on " A Visit to a Country Fair."

(c)  Write the autobiography of a farmer's horse.
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